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13/8/2020 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what guidance it is providing to local authorities to ensure that schools take account 

of the needs of pupils with visual impairment when implementing measures in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including those related to social distancing. 

(S5W-30925) 

John Swinney: I recognise that children and young people with additional support 

needs, including those with complex needs such as a visual impairment, will require 

support to return to school. Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify 

how to meet the individual needs of their pupils and have been working hard to 

develop plans to do so as schools reopen. 

 

Following the First Minister’s statement to Parliament on 30 July confirming the 

reopening of schools on 11 August, accompanying guidance to support a safe 

return to school for all children, young people and staff was published on the 

Scottish Government’s website: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-

covid-19-guidance-preparing- start-new-school-term-august-2020/ . The guidance 

takes full account of the scientific advice received and the advice of the Education 

Recovery Group and other key stakeholders. 

 
We have also published continuity in learning guidance, which sets out the latest 

advice on what education authorities and schools should consider for pupils with 

additional support needs, including those with complex support needs. This 

focuses on reviewing individualised plans in discussion with parents, carers, 

children and young people, with support from partner services. It also recognises 

that some children and young people will have new needs as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

As the guidance outlines, individual provisions and interventions will require constant 

review to ensure they continue to meet children and young peoples’ learning and 

wellbeing needs as they return to school. 

 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 

it will support teachers with the creation of online learning materials, and what role 

it considers digital learning will play when schools return in August. (S5W-30960) 

John Swinney: Education Scotland have been supporting teachers to improve 

and support the delivery of online learning since before coronavirus came to 

Scotland. Since March 2020, Education Scotland provided 40 webinars in which 

over 3800 practitioners have engaged, focusing on the delivery and creation of 

online learning. 

 

The Education Scotland website digilearn.scot hosts access to a range of support 

such as live and recorded webinars, practitioner learning pathways and 

practitioner blog posts which have had 120,000 views during lockdown. 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/transport-and-travel-in-scotland-results-from-the-scottish-household-survey-1/4-personal-travel/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/


The use of digital tools for learning and teaching has been extensive during 

lockdown and has provided continuity of learning experiences. The breadth of 

skills developed by practitioners across a range of digital platforms and 

applications over the past several months will continue to prove valuable in 

improving learning and teaching in the new academic year. 
 

Teachers are more prepared than ever to deliver in a blended model if necessary 

thanks to the additional professional learning; Scottish Government investment in 

devices and connectivity; and updates to the national intranet, Glow. This work will 

continue to develop the digital literacy skills that learners will require for their 

learning, life and work in the future. 

 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what action it will take to help schools to support pupils who have to self- isolate 

as a result of COVID-19. (S5W-30961) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises that online learning is 
an important tool to support learning, especially where families may be required to 
shield as we all continue to work to suppress coronavirus and keep vulnerable 
people safe. 

 
That is why the Scottish Government published its “Coronavirus: support for 

continuity in learning” guidance which includes links to relevant resources for 

practitioners and parents. 

 

For pupils that are required to self-isolate, local authorities must ensure that pupils 

have continued access to education. We would expect this to be in line with 

previously tried and tested approaches to support pupils who cannot attend school 

due to illness. This may include the delivery of local resources for home learning 

and using national resources supported by Education Scotland such as Scotland 

Learns. 

 

Officers of Education Scotland will be deployed to support local authorities as 

required. Education Scotland will also support and encourage partnership working 

between schools with other agencies such as allied health professionals and social 

work, to support those families who are shielding. 

This will involve signposting materials and resources which can support learning at 

home and address mental health needs resulting from shielding and the resultant 

isolation. 

 

Additionally, Education Scotland, local authorities and a wide range of key partners 

are working with the digital learning platform, e-Sgoil, to ensure the availability of 

online lessons that will help support and augment the work of classroom teachers 

across the country in their local arrangements for schools reopening on 11 August. 

E- Sgoil will train a number of additional teachers from local authorities to provide 

online lessons which learners in the senior phase across Scotland can access via 

Glow. These lessons will be available to all local authorities in Scotland. 

 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/


Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 

Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it will make 

available to secondary schools to respond to any mental health and wellbeing issues 

among pupils following the COVID-19 lockdown. 

(S5W-30970) 

John Swinney: We recognise that young people’s mental health and wellbeing will 

have been affected during lockdown and know how important it is for schools to 

stand ready to play a prominent role in supporting their pupils. Supporting and 

improving pupils’ mental health has therefore been at the heart of planning for 

reopening schools on 11 August and is set out clearly in our guidance on continuity 

in learning, which can be accessed at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity- 

in-learning/ 
 
In terms of funding support, in July we announced £80 million funding to recruit 

more teachers and support staff to enable schools to intensify support for children 

and young people as they return to full time face-to-face education. The final 

numbers will of course be dependent on the precise needs of each school 

however, this investment provides local authorities with the assurance they require 

to progress plans immediately. 
 

Excellent progress has been made during lockdown and authorities have well- 

developed whole-school and targeted interventions, including support from 

educational psychologists and counsellors. We also collated and published the 

resources available to schools to support pupils’ mental health and wellbeing on 

Education Scotland’s website, which can be accessed here: 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for- school-

staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young- people/ 

 
We will continue to work hard and in partnership to ensure a safe and 
welcoming start to the new term for all pupils and staff. 
 
14/8/2020 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 

Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of the 

COVID-19 lockdown, how it will promote the development of secondary school 

pupils' mental health and wellbeing as part of the curriculum.(S5W-30978) 

John Swinney: The mental health and wellbeing of children and young people is 

a priority for the Scottish Government and schools play a key role in supporting 

positive mental health. To support education authorities and schools, the COVID-

19 Education Recovery Group published continuity in learning guidance on 5 

June. The guidance recognised that there will be a need for increased support for 

mental health and wellbeing due to COVID-19 and provided tools and guidance to 

further strengthen support to children and young people. This is also reflected in 

the guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020. 

 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/


Learning on positive mental health is delivered through Personal and Social 

Education (PSE) and can also be supported through whole school approaches to 

positive mental health and wellbeing. To support schools deliver learning in PSE, 

a resource for education practitioners has been published on the National 

Improvement Hub which collates all of the resources available to support children 

and young people’s mental health and wellbeing. This resource provides schools 

with a comprehensive package of information, resources and organisations which 

are freely available to support children and young people’s mental health and 

wellbeing. 
 
 


